Rectus sheath haematoma is an unusual, though well recognised condition. It is the most common non-neoplastic condition of the rectus abdominis muscle and sheath.' It may mimic acute intraabdominal pathology and should therefore be considered in the differential diagnosis of the acute abdomen. The diagnosis is easily confirmed using computerised tomography or ultrasound scanning. In this report we present a case of rectus sheath haematoma and a review of the literature.
CASEREPORT A This demonstrated a 10 x 6 x 15 cm mass in the left side of the abdomen. The mass was well demarcated and separate from the underlying peritoneal contents. The rectus abdominis muscle could not be identified separately (Figure 1 ). 
